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Request processing 
unit receives request 

and determines 
whether requested 
content is stored in 
cache 
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Request processing unit 

retrieves requested 
content from cache and 
returns it to requestor 



Request processing 
unit enters information 
about request into 
template and calls 
cache hierarchy unit, 
passing template to it 



Rule engine invokes 
rule evaluator 



Rule evaluator 
evaluates first rule to 
determine whether it 
applies to request 
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Rule evaluator evaluates 
next rule for applicability 
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FIG. 4 A 
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Cache hierarchy unit 
signals request processing 
unit to attempt to resolve 
request itself 



Cache hierarchy unit 
determines whether 
status of destination (s) 
indicated in the rule is 
(are) available 




Cache hierarchy unit 
selects a destination 
from rule based on 
delivery 
factor* specified in 
rule 
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Cache hierarchy unit 
passes destination and 

timeout period to 
request processing unit 
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Request processing 
unit attempts to make 
TCP connection to 
selected destination 
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Request processing unit 
requests an alternate 

available destination from 
cache hierarchy unit 



Request processing 
unit forwards request 
to destination 
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